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of the Committee Meeting of the 

Wellington Inner-City Residents and Business Association 

held at The Lodge, Southern Cross Tavern, 35 Abel Smith St, Wellington on 

Tuesday 10 March 2009 at 6.00 pm 
 

 
Present 
David Wood (Chair), Mark Blumsky (Vice President), Cheryl Ferguson (Secretary), Jaimie 
Frazer (Treasurer), Gina Hocker, Tony Hiles, Marten Young, Jean Phipps, Chris Gray, Stella 
Bridge, Grant Firth, Richard Darlow, Nicky Darlow, Geoffrey Nicholson, Geraldine Murphy, 
Rachel Wilkinson, Guy Marriage, Seamus Brady, Anna Locker-Lampson. 
 

Apologies 
Gus Charteris (Vice President), Stephanie Cook, Ian McKinnon, Danny McGrath, Carol and 
Willy McLeod, David and Bronwyn Wallace. 
 
Minutes taken by: Seamus Brady 
 

Introduction 
The Lodge at the Southern Cross Tavern has been secured for meetings until the end of the 
year.  The Wellingtonian article on WICRABA would be published in next week’s edition.  
The Chair had met with Grant Robertson, Ian McKinnon and Mark Farrar for a catch up. 
 

Finances 
WICRABA needed to open a bank account and required a cheque book. Fees varied 
depending on the type of account and the provider. Account signatories had to be sorted out.   
The constitution required money to be spent according to an Expenditure Policy, which 
currently doesn’t exist so, officially, money cannot be spent.   Suggested that the President, 
Vice-President and the Treasurer be signatories, with only two signatories required to sign  a 
cheque.  An alternative would be a petty cash amount of $50.  
 
Action Point - Jaimie to email the Chair the various banking options. 
 
Jaimie was still following up with the Companies Office to locate a list of financial members 
as the original list was lost. Ian McKinnon might have a copy. 
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Motion: That the Committee approve the purchase of a receipt book at a cost of approx $5. 
Moved: Jaimie Frazer 
Seconded: Cheryl Ferguson 
Carried: Unanimously 
 

Champions Presentations  
 
At the last meeting five people were chosen to focus on five issues.  
 
Tony Hiles – Anti-Social Behaviour 
 
Tony tabled a paper. He had been investigating on the internet and found that we faced 
similar issues to other areas largely due to alcohol and substance abuse.  Excessive drinking 
was causing many negative issues. Council had installed CC TV and lighting to try to 
prevent anti social behavior around the city, but it seemed that it was making it easier for 
those engaging in anti-social behavior to notice approaching police.  
 
Car parties were happening frequently in the city streets. Tony had requested other members 
to email him about any instances they had experienced so that they could formulate a 
strategy to deal with this issue. Queenstown’s policy of refusing entry to bars past a specific 
time could work here. Feedback and documentation of events would be greatly appreciated, 
especially when dealing with the Council.  
 
It was suggested that Simon Perry, the Area Supervisor for the Police should be emailed -  
simon.perry@police.govt.nz – as he was the most likely person to act.    Simon Perry would 
be asked to attend the next committee meeting. 
 
Mark mentioned that a position needed to be taken on the issue, which could then be taken 
to meetings with Council and other groups.  The liquor ban in Cuba Street seemed to be 
working but other areas were not being policed. WICRABA  could promote a zero tolerance 
approach.  
 
Jean Phipps – Graffiti 
 
Had received feedback and offers of help. Ian McKinnon had also offered to meet with Jean.  
 
Spoken with Resene about a special anti graffiti paint.  Murals appeared to discourage 
graffiti.  WICRABA could work with Council regarding use of anti graffiti paint. Resene 
provided the Council with paint but they had only two people who worked to remove 
graffiti. Apparently Graffiti offenders worked between 3 and 5 am.   Police and Council 
could set up an 0800 number to report graffiti that taxi drivers and other people working 
those hours could use. 
 
The need for private owners and body corporates to look after their own property was 
highlighted e.g. removing tagging asap, and the painting of murals to deter possible tagging. 

mailto:Simon.perry@police.govt.nz
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Sub Committee could be established to work on this issue with the council. 
 
Could co-fund with Council graffiti busting teams 
 
Action Point: See if money could be set aside in the Council District Plan to fund mural 
painting and other graffiti deterrence measures.  
 
 
Jaimie Frazer - Development 
Anyone with comments please email Jamie. 
 
Found that there were no mandatory notification of development in the city centre 
compounding the lack of consultation. Another issue was the quantity and quality of 
construction in the city centre. Council measures did not seem to be working. Council 
guidelines were not binding. As a result, there were quality of life and environmental issues 
e.g. wind tunnels and bad lighting. Many apartments were small; not popular and 
perceptions of ghettos could surround them.  
 
The loss of green space to development e.g. potential waterfront developments was 
concerning. Need to liaise with Council that people needed to be notified of nearby 
development, but not in a way that would cause developers to lose substantial amounts of 
money as a result. 
 
Concern over the next 10 years regarding earthquake strengthening of buildings, especially 
on Cuba Street. Limited funding allocated to heritage protection by Council.  Contact Ian 
McKinnon regarding this issue. There was debate within Council about the new criteria, as 
evidence showed that they may have gone too far regarding earthquake standards. 
Individual body corporates were setting up funds for future strengthening requirements. 
 
Pointed out that Wellington gained significant economic impact due to having heritage 
buildings and noted that Ian would come every second meeting and would be able to 
discuss this further. 
 
Gus Charteris – Rubbish 
 
Not present, but has had a meeting with Council. Would collate the information he had 
gathered when he returned from holiday. Clarification sought over the inclusion of green 
recycling bins in this topic. 
 
Danny McGrath – Business and Events 
 
Danny tabled a paper from The Courtney Accord showing Policies outlines  and strategies 
adopted among the hospitality operators in the area.  Anyone who wanted to work with him 
especially on the business side should get in contact. 
 
Cuba Street Carnival clean up was amazing compared to last time. Suggestion that a letter be 
written to Council congratulating those involved on their efforts.  
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Action Point: Secretary to write letter on behalf of Committee. 
 
Action Point: Danny to email his papers to those who were not at the meeting. 
 
General Business 
 
It was agreed that the membership list of WICRABA should be kept confidential. The list 
would be used only for admin purposes.  
 
The original membership would be asked whether they wanted to remain on the email list.  
If members did not reply they would be kept on the list. Also, members would be 
encouraged to pass on our emails and news to other inner city residents and businesses.  
 
It was suggested that the minutes of our meetings were sent to Council. 
 
Ian McKinnon has offered to help the Champions in getting in touch with the relevant 
people at Council. 
 
Contact the Wellingtonian to ask them about the distribution of the paper to inner city 
residents. 
 
A possible catch name for the Association should be developed. 
 
Subcommittees should be set up to support the 5 champions to come up with 
recommendations on their issues. 
 
A website was needed as a point of contact and information forum. Investigation of Council 
community grants or any other places for such a thing. Could approach property developers 
to fund it.  
 
Action Point: Jaimie to set up a website and email address by the next meeting.  
 
Federation of Community Organisations wanted WICRABA to get involved but at the 
moment the focus was on establishing WICRABA. 
 
Meeting closed at 7.05 
 
Next Meeting    Tuesday 14th April 
 

 

 

 


